
 

 

Session   Start-ups/SMEs looking for Finance: Series A and Series B/C 
Funding 

Title  Turning industrial CO₂ into high-value biomass. 
Company Carbon Harvest Ltd 
Speaker Martin Lawton 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Off-gas Microalgae 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Novel bioreactor 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Polymers/Materials Chemicals 

Abstract: 
 
Carbon Harvest Ltd has developed the BioTron Tower, a modular, internally-illuminated 
photobioreactor that converts industrial CO2 off-gas directly into high-value, non-food micro 
algae biomass — feedstock for bioplastics, industrial lubricants and future SAF precursors. 
Unlike open-pond or credit-monetised carbon-removal approaches, the BioTron Tower is a 
closed, compact system designed for on-site retrofit at industrial emitters, targeting product 
revenue rather than carbon-credit revenue. A 100-litre prototype has been previously 
demonstrated and now scaled to 1,500 litres, that is currently hosted at the University of 
Cambridge's Algal Innovation Centre. We now wish to run a staged validation programme — 
physical performance testing, lightweight process modelling, techno-economic and life-cycle 
assessment — toward a 4,000-litre demonstration and TRL 6. We are seeking, an industrial 
CO2 emitter or biomass off-taker to host real flue-gas validation, and investors for a staged 
development round following a costed scoping stage. Join us to discuss partnership and co-
development opportunities. 
 
 
 



 

 

Session   Start-ups/SMEs looking for Finance: Series A and Series B/C 
Funding 

Title  Mycoverse, enabling the green transition of agriculture 
Company Mycoverse Aps 
Speaker Niels Bjerg Jensen 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Grains 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Fungal fermentation 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Biofungicide 

Abstract: 
 
Mycoverse is pioneering next-generation biological crop protection solutions to replace 
synthetic chemical pesticides with sustainable fungal-based biocontrol. Our proprietary AI-
assisted discovery platform integrates high-throughput functional fungal screening, 
metabolomics, and fit-for-purpose scalable production. This unique approach ensures rapid 
identification of highly effective, safe, and cost-competitive active substances. 
We address one of agriculture’s largest environmental challenges: the heavy reliance on 
persistent chemical fungicides, including PFAS-based pesticides, which contaminate soils 
and groundwater. Our fungal actives are readily biodegradable, delivering high efficacy while 
meeting farmers’ needs for reliable, easy-to-use, and competitively priced products. 
Globally, the market for fungal disease control exceeds €22 billion. Mycoverse’s first two 
product opportunities, targeting potato late blight and grapevine downy mildew, represent 
€1.7–2 billion TAM by 2030.  
We have demonstrated the strength and speed of our technology by moving from in lab 
discovery to in field performance from a pilot scale production in 18 months. In addition, we 
have strong progress on next targets at lab/greenhouse scale. 
Our team combines deep expertise in ag-input business development, regulatory approval, 
and microbial production. We are preparing for our Series A financing round in late 2027 to 
bring us to expected market launch 2029. 
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Funding 

Title  Run the best next experiment, every time: AI decision-making for 
bioprocess R&D 

Company Danu Insights 
Speaker Stefan Bostock 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Feedstock agnostic 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

AI ML 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Product agnostic 

Abstract: 
 
Europe's bioeconomy has no shortage of brilliant ideas. Where it struggles is proving them out 
in R&D, inside tight time and budget constraints. 
Getting the next experiment right is what decides whether a promising technology reaches the 
market. Every non-optimal call costs months and money. 
Danu helps biotech teams identify the best possible experiment to run next to hit their goals. 
They reach better titres, yields, purity and cost in 2x to 10x fewer experiments, at up to half the 
budget. We put the sharpest tools in AI and information theory straight into scientists' hands, 
usable without a PhD in statistics. 
This has won us the £500k Agentic AI Pioneers Award, and grants to apply it across biotech and 
bioprocessing. We are already working with teams across the UK, EU and Singapore. 
For fermentation and process innovators, CDMOs and scale-up partners, Danu turns scarce 
runs and hard-won data into faster, cheaper, more certain routes to market. Let us make every 
experiment count. 
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Title  Biomixing, the new standard in agitation and aeration for bioreactors 
Company BIOMIXING 
Speaker INES HERRERO 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Cell/microbial cultures 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

CFD, fluid-dynamics 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Agitator aeration 

Abstract: 
 
Biomixing offers optimized bioreactors and fermenters based on the Biomixing Inside 
Technology. Using concepts from aeronautics, fluid mechanics and numerical simulations, 
BioMixing has developed a patented agitation-aeration system (Biomixing Inside) that 
increases the efficiency of fermenters and bioreactors, which are the basic equipment to 
produce biological compounds (such as pharmaceutical products, probiotics, fermentation 
processes, cultured meat or milk, biogas plants, cosmetics etc.). Our devices achieve: 
(1) an increase of oxygen transfer (up to 350%); 
(2) a reduction of shear damage, and 
(3) a reduction of energy consumption (up to 40%) when working at the industrial scale. 
Our offer include:  
(a) whole bioreactors with the Biomixing inside technology or  
(b) retrofitting other brands' bioreactors by incorporating our Biomixing inside agitation-
aeration system. 
We also optimize the bioreactor control system and facilitate the scale-up process. 
 
 
 



 

 

Session   Start-ups/SMEs looking for Finance: Series A and Series B/C 
Funding 

Title  From forest to fork and folks 
Company Boreal Bioproducts 
Speaker Jaakko Pajunen 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Wood sidestreams 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

PHWE 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Polysaccharides 

Abstract: 
 
Looking for Series-A investors to join 12 M€ equity round. We do animal health benefitting feed 
ingredients, prebiotics and antioxidants, from industrial woody residues of sawdust and bark. 
We utilize only water in our non-chemical biorefinery to produce natural products. Further 
growth markets emerging in glues, coatings and polymers. We have secured market traction 
with key players in animal feeds through offtakes and LoIs, and are conducting regulative 
progresses and animal feeding trials to get product readiness for our FOAK production plant, 
to be invested latest in H2 2027. Existing public financing over 7 M€ already granted for the total 
investment to come. From forest to fork and folks beyond! 
 
 
 



 

 

Session   Start-ups/SMEs looking for Finance: Series A and Series B/C 
Funding 

Title  OxFA — From Biogenic Residues to Formic Acid and Methanol 
Company OxFA GmbH 
Speaker Matthias Schmidt 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Glycerin, Residues 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

catalysis, platformchemistry 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Methanol, Formicacid 

Abstract: 
 
OxFA has developed a patent-protected platform technology that converts biogenic residues 
— glycerin, C5 sugars, side streams from biomass fractioning, and residues from plastic 
recycling — into formic acid and methanol. The process has been validated in continuous pilot 
operation for >5,000 hours, with a proprietary catalyst and multiple patented process routes 
forming the core IP barrier. 
OxFA operates as a capital-light technology licensor and joint venture partner: partners build 
and operate the plants, while OxFA provides the license, catalyst, and technical support in 
return for upfront fees and recurring royalties. 
Formic acid is the near-term growth driver, with structural advantages over fossil production 
from EU carbon pricing and customers' Scope 3 reporting needs. A 5,000 t/a reference plant is 
currently under technical evaluation with a potential industrial partner — validating both the 
technology and the investment case for the licensing model at scale. 
Methanol is the platform's second growth stage: OxFA's route needs roughly one-third less 
hydrogen than conventional CO2-based green methanol, improving its cost position as 
hydrogen prices fall and as FuelEU Maritime and related regulation raise the value of low-
carbon methanol. 
OxFA is raising growth financing to scale its reference plants and licensing pipeline across both 
product lines. 
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Funding 

Title  Feeding the Future: Scaling Breast Milk Lactoferrin and Beyond — A 
Series A Opportunity in Precision Fermentation 

Company PFx Biotech 
Speaker Ali Osman 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

glycerol 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Precision fermentation 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Bioactive proteins 

Abstract: 
 
PFx Biotech is redefining how high-value functional proteins are produced through precision 
fermentation, starting with breast milk lactoferrin; a powerful bioactive protein naturally 
present in breast milk, and expanding towards a next-generation protein platform for nutrition 
and health. As demand grows for advanced functional ingredients, PFx is unlocking proteins 
whose broader use has historically been constrained by availability, cost and scalability. 
PFx has de-risked critical elements of its technology, achieving major improvements in 
production titres, demonstrating scalable bioprocessing, and consistently producing highly 
pure and functional proteins. With industrial scale-up progressing, regulatory dossiers under 
preparation for six international markets, and growing commercial traction, PFx is moving from 
technology validation towards market entry. 
And lactoferrin is only the beginning. PFx has successfully expanded its platform to another 
high-value protein, laying the foundation for a broader pipeline of next-generation ingredients 
and the long-term transformation of infant nutrition and functional food ingredients. 
With key technical milestones achieved and a clear path to commercialization, PFx is building 
towards its Series A in early 2027. We invite investors and corporate partners to meet PFx and 
explore the opportunity to scale the future of functional proteins together. 
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Funding 

Title  Tune up oil production using fungi 
Company LipiTune GmbH 
Speaker Marcel Mann 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

sugar-containing side-stream 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Precision fermentation 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Tailor-made oils 

Abstract: 
 
LipiTune develops tailor-made microbial oils with tunable fatty acid profiles as functional and 
scalable alternatives to conventional plant oils. Our fermentation platform uses a novel fungal 
production organism with high lipid productivity and a broad substrate spectrum, combined 
with a proprietary tuning technology that enables the fatty acid composition of the oil to be 
adjusted to specific product requirements while maintaining high batch-to-batch consistency. 
This allows us to design oils for applications where functionality, quality and supply security 
matter, with an initial focus on cosmetics and personal care. 
Fermentation-based production additionally offers sustainability benefits through reduced 
land-use pressure, regional and resource-efficient manufacturing, and the use of suitable 
sugar-containing side streams as feedstocks, supporting more resilient and circular value 
chains.  
LipiTune has established the technology at laboratory scale and is now advancing process 
optimization, downstream processing and scale-up toward industrially relevant volumes. By 
combining a flexible oil platform with scalable bioprocessing, LipiTune aims to provide industry 
with a new generation of high-performance, fermentation-derived lipid ingredients. 
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Funding 

Title  Enhanced Casein: Precision Fermentation for Europe's Resilient 
Protein Supply 

Company Formo Foods GmbH 
Speaker Maria Scharfe 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Multiple Carbohydrates 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Precision Fermentation 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

recombinant Casein 

Abstract: 
 
Formo builds Enhanced Casein: recombinant αS1-casein, structurally identical to bovine 
casein, made animal-free by precision fermentation in an engineered bacterial system. 
Precision fermentation is an acknowledged tool in Europe to address import-dependent, 
climate-exposed food supply chains, and we're building the capacity. The platform is ready for 
industrial deployment; today we run it at demo scale to keep customer sampling reliable while 
we scale up. 
Enhanced Casein beats dairy benchmarks on emulsification, foaming capacity and stability, 
and low-pH solubility; matches it on gelation; and carries a simpler label: lactose-free, whey-
free, no hormones, no antibiotics. That unlocks improvements in formats where dairy 
struggles: higher protein density with superior sensory, clear beverages, and stable foams. 
We're proving demand in the US first: active sampling and co-development with US dairy and 
CPG players, plus an FDA GRAS notice in active review (no-questions letter expected 2026). 
The US is our proving ground for a credible EU entry: we're running the fermentation work to 
build the Novel Food data package, ahead of filing. 
At Pitch Perfect, we're looking for: scale-up infrastructure; experts in bioprocess and 
downstream innovation to close the remaining cost gap to dairy; customers to co-develop 
next-generation food formats; and investors and non-dilutive funding opportunities to take us 
from demo to industrial scale. 
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Funding 

Title  Production of FDCA with biotechnology (for biopolymers ) 
Company Tasseikan B.V. 
Speaker Marc Lankveld 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Sugar 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Biotechnology 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

FDCA 

Abstract: 
 
Tasseikan develops a new biotechnology route for the production of FDCA at the highest yield 
on sugar, and lowest cost . FDCA is a 100% biobased building block for biopolymers like PEF. 
The FDCA technology developed by Tasseikan and its partners has been proven at tonne scale 
(TRL 6)  and is ready for upscaling towards demo-scale (100+ tonnes FDCA) per year. 
The biotechnology route converts sugar with high yield to FDCA. The process is flexible to use 
“raw” HMF feedstock (sugar intermediate) converting it ~100% from HMF to FDCA. And hence 
with virtually no by-products (99+% purity). The process is carried out at mild process 
conditions (ambient temperature and pressure, neutral pH) and permitting process is not 
complicated. 
Tasseikan and its partners are currently designing a FDCA commercial plant and demo scale 
plant. For the Demo scale , we are looking for financing a round of 35 mio euro (including 
grants). The site selection is on-going. 
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Funding 

Title  Unlocking the power of encapsulated dsRNA in Agriculture 
Company SenseUP GmbH 
Speaker Juan Martinez 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Renewable resources 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Precision fermentation 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

dsRNA biopesticides 

Abstract: 
 
SenseUP has developed a proprietary double-stranded RNA (dsRNA) technology that enables 
the precise and highly effective control of pests, diseases, viruses, and other plant pathogens 
and animal parasites, while avoiding the risk of off-target effects and eliminating concerns 
associated with chemical residues. 
As a spin-off of Forschungszentrum Jülich, the renowned German Biotechnology Institute, we 
have a strong foundation in scientific excellence.  
With our deep expertise and patented technologies, we utilise a Corynebacterium-based 
fermentative platform for the affordable and scalable production of encapsulated dsRNA.  
At the core of this innovation is our precision platform. Beyond identifying and developing the 
optimal RNA-based active ingredient for each target, we address the key challenges that have 
historically limited the broader adoption of RNA-based crop protection technologies. The 
platform delivers outstanding efficacy while enhancing product stability during storage, 
ensuring batch-to-batch consistency, and enabling efficient delivery under real-world field 
conditions. 
In essence, SenseUP provides a scalable, commercially viable solution that gives farmers 
access to a new generation of precision biocontrol tools. By combining superior performance, 
cost-effectiveness, and environmental sustainability, the technology empowers growers to 
manage crop protection challenges more effectively, without compromising productivity, 
profitability, or ecological. 
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Funding 

Title  Simplifying Your Seed Train with Ready-to-Use Starter Cultures 
Company Swan Neck Bio ApS 
Speaker Melanie Reese 
TRL TRL 8 - 9   
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Microbial strains 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Direct inoculation 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Starter cultures 

Abstract: 
 
Industrial fermentation still starts with a seed train: a multi-day series of propagation and 
transfer steps before the production bioreactor can run. These operator-dependent workflows 
require dedicated vessels, utilities and labor, while adding contamination risk and increasing 
variability across batches and sites. 
Swan Neck Bio makes DIRINOC®, a ready-to-use, quality-certified starter culture produced 
from each customer’s own strain. It is concentrated and stabilized for storage, then packaged 
and delivered in the same flexible vessel in which it was grown—a planned manufacturing input 
ready for direct transfer into the production bioreactor or a late-stage seed vessel. DIRINOC® 
supports yeast, bacteria, filamentous fungi and genetically modified strains. 
By replacing intermediate propagation steps, DIRINOC® simplifies manufacturing, shortens 
production startup, reduces contamination risk and frees operator and equipment capacity. A 
standardized starter culture also improves scheduling and process predictability, simplifying 
process transfer across sites or manufacturing partners. This turns seed culture from a site-
specific workflow into a repeatable product for recurring production. 
Built on more than 30 years of culture manufacturing experience, Swan Neck Bio helps 
fermentation companies de-risk scale-up and improve profitability by making production 
startup simpler, more predictable and more resource-efficient. 
 
 
 



 

 

Session   Start-ups/SMEs looking for Finance: Series A and Series B/C 
Funding 

Title  Real Leather, Reinvented: Cultivating a $100B Industry With Better 
Leather 

Company Qorium 
Speaker Michael Newton 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Culture media 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Synthetic biology 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Cultivated leather 

Abstract: 
 
Qorium cultivates real, better leather, grown directly from bovine cells. After fifty plus years of 
failed attempts to replace leather with plastics, plants, and mycelium, it is clear that only real 
leather can truly replace leather. Cultivated from cells in our proprietary bioreactors, Qorium 
leather is biologically identical to cow's skin and drops seamlessly into the existing tanning and 
finishing supply chain — enabling adoption by luxury, automotive and footwear brands without 
redesigning their production. 
Our process delivers uniform, defect-free sheets with precise control over thickness, structure 
and finish. This creates better leather that results in better final products, while streamlining 
manufacturing and eliminating the variability that drives 50%+ waste in conventional hide 
manufacturing. We are industrializing our production now at pilot scale with our first 
commercial-scale production targeted from 2030. 
Established in 2021 and based in Maastricht, Qorium has raised €30M to date (€22M Series A 
closed November 2025) from Sofinnova Partners, Brightlands Venture Partners, Invest-NL and 
LIOF. We operate at TRL 6, with an independently validated Life Cycle Analysis by CE Delft 
showing 87% lower CO₂-equivalent emissions, 64% lower water use, and 86% fewer tanning 
chemicals than conventional leather. 
Qorium is preparing for Series B financing in 2027. We welcome conversations with investors 
and strategic partners aligned with industrial biotech at scale. 
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Funding 

Title  Enzymatic rubber biorefinery: Turning waste into value 
Company AKIN 
Speaker Ieva Palubeckaite 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Rubber Tires 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Biodegradation 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Recovered Rubber 

Abstract: 
 
Problem: Europe collects ~3.9 million tonnes of end-of-life tyres annually. Approximately half 
is destined for co-incineration in the cement industry, and the inclusion of recycled rubber in 
new tyres is not yet standard practice. Vulcanised rubber cannot be easily melted back; unlike 
aluminium, steel or glass, it has no route home. 
Solution: AKIN is developing the step that separates shredded rubber into individual materials, 
virgin-like rubber, recovered carbon black (rCB) and isoprenoid co-products, at the end of an 
existing recycling line. No new plant. AKIN's proprietary enzyme variants have demonstrated 
breakdown of polyisoprene at benchtop scale. Work on end-of-life tyre material is ongoing. 
USP: Existing routes break material apart by destroying its structure: grinding shears it, 
pyrolysis thermally decomposes it. Enzymes are selective where heat and force are 
indiscriminate. This is the route to true material recovery. 
Target Markets: We will integrate at the end of existing tyre recycler and devulcaniser lines, and 
are looking for additional partners. We are also investigating the markets for our future 
products, such as compounders and material buyers for virgin-like rubber and rCB, and 
chemical buyers for isoprenoids. Feel free to reach out for a chat! 
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Funding 

Title  How can we reduce sugar in food without replacing the sugar? 
Company Zya 
Speaker Joshua Sauer 
TRL TRL 4 - 7  
Keywords feedstock 
(max 2) 

Glucose, methanol 

Keywords technology 
(max 2) 

Precision Fermentation 

Keywords 
End-Product (max 2) 

Enzyme ingredient 

Abstract: 
 
Sugar reduction is the defining food trend of the 21st century- 70% of consumers want less 
sugar, and major CPGs have aggressive targets. Yet sugar substitutes continue to disappoint 
on taste, functionality, and health perception. Consumers face a paradox: they want less sugar, 
but not sugar substitutes. 
Convero resolves this by transforming ingredients rather than replacing them. Using milligrams 
of a nature-inspired enzyme, Convero converts roughly 30% of a product's sugar into dietary 
fiber post-consumption—with no reformulation or compromise on taste and texture. Inactive 
in food and active only after eating, it delivers an identical sensory experience while helping 
close the dietary-fiber gap. 
This presentation covers the full journey: the macro sugar-reduction opportunity, the enzyme's 
mechanism of action, and validation through in-vitro gut models and in-vivo cannulated pig 
trials. We share consumer research  alongside the regulatory and labelling framework. Finally, 
we outline the product development pathway from precision-fermentation scale-up to a 
phased U.S. market launch, demonstrating how Convero enables no-compromise, better-for-
you varieties across major food categories. 
 
 
 

 


